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Sockeye Salmon Harvest: 

• The most recent 5-year average is the highest on record. 
• The last two year’s harvest were highest on record. 

 
Chum Salmon Harvest: 

• The most recent 5-year average is the highest on record. 
• Harvest in 2021 was the highest on record. 

 
Chinook Salmon Harvest: 

• The most recent 2 5-year averages are the highest on record. 
• Harvest in 2015 was the highest on record by far. 
• YDFDA is very concerned about the drama�c increase in the Chinook Salmon harvest and 

recommend a gene�cs study on this harvest. These harvested Chinook salmon may originate from 
stocks of concern. 
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Figure 3. 
 
Harvest by Purse Seine 

• Purse seine gear has consistently dominated the post-June Chinook salmon harvest. 
• Purse seine is currently domina�ng the harvest of all salmon species. 
• Because dri� gillnet gear is not allowed in the Shumagin Islands, the harvest by purse 

seine of all species has been very high. 
• Figure 3. The total June Chum salmon catch atributed to purse seine gear has been 90% 

or more for the most recent 4 years, 2019-2022. 
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Figure 4 

 
Figure 5 
 
Purse seine gear accounted for 81.2% of the CWAK stock-specific harvest.   

Dri� gillnet gear accounted for 17.2% of the CWAK stock-specific harvest. 

Set gillnet gear accounted for 1.6% of the CWAK stock-specific harvest. 

The overall harvest rate of 5.5% on the CWAK chum salmon stock was above the 3-year WASSIP average 
harvest rate of 4.2%. and the second highest harvest rate of the four years of gene�c studies. 

But what may be more important is the propor�on of the overall CWAK Chum salmon harvested in the 
South AK Peninsula, which may be very close to 100% 
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• Regardless of efforts by the seine fleet to avoid chum salmon, large 
sockeye salmon harvests will no doubt result in high chum salmon 
harvests.  The harvest of Chum salmon is driven by catches in purse seine 
gear. As the percentage of the harvest taken by purse seine gear increases, 
so does the harvest of chum salmon.  

•   
Figure 6 
 

• Note that although the fleet made a concerted effort to avoid chum salmon 
in 2022, the chum salmon harvest was rela�vely high, with the harvest rate 
on CWAK chum salmon of 5.5%, which was above the WASSIP average of 
4.2%, and the second highest harvest rate during the four years of GSI 
studies. 
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•  
Figure 7 

• Sockeye:Chum salmon ra�o has been generally the lowest for the purse seine gear type.  
 

• The most recent 5-year, 2018-2022, average ra�o for purse seine gear combined is 2.08, with the 
Shumagin ra�o being 1.75 and the Unimak ra�o being 2.31 for the same �me period. 
 

• The Unimak dri� gill net ra�o was 9.85 for the same period. 
 

• The combined area set gillnet ra�o was 8.68, with the Shumagin ra�o being 7.24 and the Unimak 
being 28.22 for the same period. 
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Figure 8 

PAGE 7 
• The harvest of Chum salmon is driven by catches in purse seine gear. As the percentage of the 

harvest taken by purse seine gear increases, so does the harvest of chum salmon.  
• Conversely, as the percent harvest atributed to both the dri� and set gillnet gear increases, the 

total chum salmon harvest decreases. 
• GSI informa�on is lacking for gear types in WASSIP. 
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Figure 9 

Unfortunately, the WASSIP did not differen�ate by gear type.   

In the WASSIP years (2007-2009), the Shumagin harvest was dominated by purse seine gear, 92.5, 89.3 
and 91.1, respec�vely.   

However, the purse seine gear contributed approximately 22.5, 34.0% and 42.8%, respec�vely to the 
Unimak chum salmon harvest in that district. 
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Note that the difference between the Ex-Vessel value and the CFEC es�mate of average real earnings of permits 
with landings is quite different.  In 2021 the ex-vessel value paid to each purse seine permit was $337,738 while 
the CFEC reported the real earnings at $702,125. 
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